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From the Witches of Salem  

to the  

Streets of America  

The Crucible  

10
th

 Grade/English III 

Lesson Length:  5 Days 
   

 

Overview 

This collaborative lesson integrates web 2.0 tools into the learning process. Students will demonstrate their ability 

to make connections, form new ideas and demonstrate their learning using a web 2.0 tool.   

Learning Objectives 

1. Using prior knowledge of The Crucible, its historical context, and new Internet and print resources found in 

the media center, pairs of 11
th

 grade English students will identify a modern metaphorical witch hunt 

(within the last 10-20 years) which meets all of the criteria in the “Modern Day Witch Hunt” checklist.   

2. Using the information gathered about their identified modern “witch hunt,” pairs of 11
th

 grade English 

students will create a 3-5 minute multi-media presentation using either ThingLink.com or Projeqt.com 

(student choice) providing a general summary of what took place, informational texts to support their 

findings (evidence), images, video, important figures (modern “hunters” and modern “witches”) and 

events, along with a final analysis in which the students will demonstrate how their chosen witch hunt fits 

the same criteria of the metaphorical “witch hunts” discussed while reading The Crucible and discussing 

the Red Scare. 

3. Using the Internet, the pairs of 11
th

 grade English students will publish their ThingLink.com or Projeqt.com 

product to the class blog on Wordpress.com before class on Thursday of presentation week to allow their 

peers to evaluate and give feedback before class on Friday.   

4. Using the peer evaluations, students will make final alterations to their projects on ThingLink.com or 

Projeqt.com and will write a new blog post on their individual blogs reflecting on their findings, the process 

they ensued to complete the project and an introduction to their final product which they will publish as 

part of the same post (via Wordpress.com) by Monday of the following week. 

Kentucky Core Academic Standards (Content Specific) 

Informational Text 11-12 

 Standard 1:  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 

well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

 

 Standard 3:  Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, 

ideas or events interact and develop over the course of the text.  
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 Standard 7:  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats 

(e.g. Visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  

 

Writing 11-12 

 Standard 7:  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a 

self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 

multiple sources on the subject demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

 

 Standard 9:  Draw evidence from literary or information texts to support analysis, reflection and research 

(Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature and literary nonfiction) 

 

 

Speaking and Listening 11-12 

 Standard 5:  Make strategic use of digital media (e.g. textual, graphical, audio, visual and interactive 

elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 

interest. 

 

Writing 11-12 

 Standard 5:  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish and update individual or shared 

writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

 

 Standard 8:  Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 

advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, 

purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 

plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.  

NETS 

Standard 2:  Communication and Collaboration 

a. Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital environments 

and media. 

b. Communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media formats. 

Standard 3:  Research and Information Fluency 

b. Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and 

media. 

c. Evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks 

AASL Standards 

STANDARD 2: Draw conclusions, make informed decisions, apply knowledge to new situations, and create 

new knowledge. 
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º 2.1.1 Continue an inquiry based research process by applying critical-thinking skills (analysis, synthesis, 

evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to construct new understandings, draw 

conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

º 2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to curricular areas, real-

world situations and further investigations. 

º 2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information. 

º 2.1.6 Use the writing process, media, and visual literacy, and technology skills to create products that 

express new understandings. 

Materials 

 Computers with Internet Access 

 Access to The Crucible 

Web 2.0 Tools/Websites 

 www.projeqt.com 

 www.thinglink.com 

Instructional Roles 

1. The teacher-librarian will communicate with the technology director to ensure that both Web tools are 

accessible to students on the district server. The English teacher will prepare the witch-hunt criteria document 

“Modern Day Witch Hunts” which will be used to provide guidelines for the Internet search. The teacher-

librarian will reserve the computer lab with Smart Board, for the entire week to allow students sufficient time 

to work. Both collaborators create presentations on the Web 2.0 tools demonstrating how to use them. Links to 

the resources used during class, including background notes and videos will be placed on the class website 

ahead of time. 

2. The teacher-librarian will prep the lab before the students arrive, making sure all computers are on and 

functional. The teacher-librarian will also prepare a cart of supplemental print materials that could enhance 

student inquiry and discussion. 

3. The content teacher should prepare the class for the project by providing background information about The 

Crucible, Arthur Miller, the Red Scare, Mass Hysteria, and the Salem Witch Trials. Instruction involved 

reading the play in class, and providing opportunities for class discussion and commentary. The content teacher 

should have previously used blog entries in the classroom. 

4. The teacher-librarian should prepare the class for research by previously teaching SPAT, an evaluation tool for 

looking at the relevance and dependability of websites, as well as teaching good search techniques. Previous 

knowledge of how to use print materials in the library and a lesson regarding student presentations and the use 

of Web 2.0 tools in school and in professions is helpful. 

http://www.projeqt.com/
http://www.thinglink.com/


   

From the Witches of Salem to the Streets of America  4 
 

Activities 

The content teacher and the teacher librarian start the class by introducing the students to their “mission.” 

Using a collaborative multi-media presentation (projeqt.com) they review information about the witch hunts, and 

outline the criteria on the “Modern Day Witch Hunts” document. The teacher-librarian then spends time showing 

students where they can locate the presentation and the document on their own. The content teacher will then give 

the students their task: 

In The Crucible, we found that witch-hunts were not only literal, but that the author of   The 

Crucible was actually writing an allegory for events that took place during his life. Looking through 

history of the last 10-20 years, you are going to identify a modern metaphorical “witch hunt.”   

Students will divide into their pairs (using student data) and the teachers will demonstrate to students how to 

access an online (digital) copy of the instructions for the task. 

The students will meet in the media center computer lab for class each day of the project week. After an 

introduction to the project and the Web 2.0 tools, students will move into their pre-assigned pairs. Each pair will 

then discuss ideas they have for modern day witch hunts. Together, the student pairs will complete a web search in 

order to narrow their choices and select their final “witch hunt.” Students will then conduct a thorough Internet 

search on their selected topic. Students will evaluate their website choices (with ease) and will look for evidence 

that fits the criteria on the “Modern Day Witch Hunts” handout. Students may also access print resources from the 

provided library cart. Students should gather as much evidence as possible. In order to compile a multi-media 

presentation, students will need textual information, images, video, etc. For each resource they plan to use in their 

project, they must create a citation (students can use online citation software previously used in class). Their 

citations will be included at the end of their presentations (method of deliver will depend on the tool they choose). 

After gathering sufficient evidence (which covers all the criteria/questions on the provided handout), students 

will begin organizing their materials and brainstorming their method of presentation. After evaluating their 

materials, students will then choose the web 2.0 tool that they feel provide the most impact to viewers. Using the 

web 2.0 tool (via the computer/Internet or app on their device), students will create their multi-media presentation.   

Students will then post their presentation on the class website for peer evaluations. The peer evaluations will 

allow each pair to consider suggestions and make alterations before their final submission and presentation. After 

making final revisions, each individual student will publish their presentation to their website, along with a 

reflection on their “witch hunt” of choice, their findings, and the process of working on the project and working 

with a new Web 2.0 tool. 

The content teacher and teacher-librarian will work with each pair throughout the research and creation 

process. Both will also take part in the “peer review” session, offering feedback to students who need additional 

guidance. Students will use the criteria document (“Modern Day Witch Hunts”) to measure whether they have 

sufficient evidence to back their decision to call their event a “witch hunt.” For the peer reviews, students will use 

a provided rubric for the presentations. 

Link to Sample Student Project 

https://www.thinglink.com/scene/446878060575195138#tlsite 

https://www.thinglink.com/scene/446878060575195138#tlsite
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Evaluation 

Rubrics will be used to assess different components of the final product/presentation. The teacher-librarian will 

score the use of the web 2.0 tool and the media used to support their topic. The content teacher will score the 

delivery of content, accuracy of evidence, and the final reflections. The collaborative pair will then come together 

to share their scores and to tabulate the final grade for the cooperative learning and technology project.  
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http://www.iste.org/standards/standards-for-students
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