
US involvement in the Vietnam War 

 

Description 

Students will learn how the US became involved in Vietnam War and the troubles it brought to the Home Front.  

Subject: Social Studies/U.S. History 

Duration: 2 days 

Grade: 11th 

Created By: Martin, Doug 

Lesson Plan  

I can describe and evaluate the political and social impacts of the Vietnam War. 

I can describe why the US got involved in the Vietnam War. 

Bellringer: What is Communism and how does the Domino Theory apply to it? 

Activity: Students will complete a time line of important events that of US involvement in the Vietnam War 

starting with information from Pentagon Papers and ending with the re-unification of Vietnam using I-pads. 

Students will use previously used powerpoints to assist them as well as I-pads.Students will then complete a 

webquest on the Vietnam War using I-pads. 

Next, in groups of 3, students will listen to the songs "Goodnight Saigon" by Billy Joel and "19" by Paul 

Hardcastle. In groups, they will answer worksheet questions about them. Students will then compare and 

contrast average soldier and the Homefront of the Vietnam War to World War II.  Students will then write a 

letter to the Homefront as if they were a soldier in the Vietnam War using primary source documents as a guide.  

   

Essential/Guiding Questions  

Why did the US get involved in the Vietnam War and what events led up to it? 

How did the media impact the public perception of the Vietnam War? 

Why were so many college students and minorities opposed to the Vietnam War? 

Learning Targets  

I can describe and evaluate the political and social impacts of the Vietnam War. 

I can describe why and how the US got involved in the Vietnam War. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Draft lottery 

Vietnamization 

https://ciits.kyschools.us/MadisonCounty/Align/MaterialDetail.aspx?content_id=cbd5152c-b688-45ee-b596-c29f03ba86b3&referrer=~%2FAlign%2FPlanner.aspx
https://ciits.kyschools.us/MadisonCounty/Align/MaterialDetail.aspx?content_id=cbd5152c-b688-45ee-b596-c29f03ba86b3&referrer=~%2FAlign%2FPlanner.aspx


Counterculture 

Viet Cong 

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 

Hồ Chí Minh Trail 

Napalm 

Agent Orange 

Kent State Shootings 

My Lai Massacre 

Public Opinion  

Walter Cronkite 

Operation Frequent Wind 

Woodstock 

Generation Gap 

Formative & Summative Assessment  

Students will create a time line of events leading up to, during and the US withdrawal from Vietnam. 

Students will complete a webquest on Vietnam.  

Students will answer questions about song lyrics and write a letter home as if they were a Vietnam War soldier 

based on primary source documents. 

   

 

Student-Centered Learning Experiences  

By viewing materials from powerpoints and songs, the student will be able to evaluate how a person living during the 

time of the Vietnam War would have felt. 

   

 

Strategies for Addressing Individual/Diverse Student Needs  

This is a resource Special Education class. The class needs visual aids and modifications. 

Media/Technology  



Use of I-pads for timeline and webquest. 

Video and song lyrics from 19-Paul Hardcastle and Goodnight Saigon-Billy Joel 

Teacher Resources  

Internet, I-pads, computer for power points and songs 

   

Standards aligned to the Lesson Plan 
 

 E.: America Since World War II (1945-Present) 

o E.1: America at War 

 E.1.h.: Describe and evaluate the political and social impact of the Vietnam War. 

o E.2: Changes at Home 

 E.2.f.: Assess increasing global interdependence, the potential for conflict, and the U.S. role in world events in the present and 

future 

 SS-HS-5: History is an account of events, people, ideas, and their interaction over time that can be interpreted through multiple 

perspectives. In order for students to understand the present and plan for the future, they must understand the past. Studying 

history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles, accomplishments and failures of real people. Students need to think 

in an historical context in order to understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, patterns and events, and how individuals and 

societies have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States and the World.

 

Characteristics of Highly Effective Teaching & Learning - INSTRUCTIONAL RELEVANCE 

Teacher characteristics: B-

Teacher links concepts and key 

ideas to students’ prior 

experiences and 

understandings, uses multiple 

representations, examples and 

explanations.  

Teacher characteristics: C-

Teacher incorporates student 

experiences, interests and real-

life situations in instruction.  

 

 

Characteristics of Highly Effective Teaching & Learning - KNOWLEDGE OF CONTENT 

Teacher characteristics: C- 

Teacher designs and 

implements standards-based 

courses/lessons/units using 

state and national standards.  

Teacher characteristics: D- 

Teacher uses and promotes the 

understanding of appropriate 

content vocabulary.  

Student characteristics: C-

Student connects ideas across 

content areas.  

 

 
  



US History Vietnam War  

Web Quest Profile Activity 

 

Objective:  Your goal is to create a detailed profile on one event of significant influence to the Vietnam War.  

Answer the questions below thoroughly. 

 

Choose one of the following: 

Kent State Shooting   Gulf of Tonkin Resolution    

Pentagon Papers   Woodstock 

Mai Lai Massacre   Draft lottery 

Tet Offensive    Operation Rolling Thunder 

  

 

1. Where did this event happen?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What makes this event significant to the Vietnam War?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What exactly happened?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What are the underlying and/or factors that caused this event?  
 


