
Ending World War II and Review 

 

Description 

Student will learn how World War II ended and use Kagan structures to reviews for assessments.  

Subject 

Social Studies/ World History 

Grade 

10 - 11 

Created By 

Martin, Doug 

 

Lesson Plan  

I can describe and evaluate the US use of the Atomic Bomb on Japan. 

I can use Kagan methods to review and study for my assessment over WWII. 

Bellringer: From what you already know, should the US have used the atomic weapon to end WWII? How would the 

World be different today if they hadn’t?  

Activity: Students will view a power point and fill in skeleton notes on it involving the end of World War II. Then 

students will engage in the Kagan strategy of Quiz-Quiz-Trade.   

   

 

Essential/Guiding Questions  

Did the US have to use the Atomic Bomb to end World War II?  

What were the alternatives to dropping the Atomic Bomb? 

How did this event change the World of today? 

   

 

Learning Targets  

I can describe and evaluate the political and social impacts of the end of WWII. 

I can participate in the Kagan strategy of Quiz-Quiz Trade and review for my World War II test. 

 

https://ciits.kyschools.us/MadisonCounty/Align/MaterialDetail.aspx?content_id=cbd5152c-b688-45ee-b596-c29f03ba86b3&referrer=~%2FAlign%2FPlanner.aspx


Key Vocabulary 

Appeasement 

D-Day 

Battle of the Bulge 

Amphibious Vehicle 

Holocaust 

Genocide 

Manhattan Project 

V-E Day 

V-J Day 

Homefront 

 

   

 

Formative & Summative Assessment  

Bell ringer  

Student will participate in Kagan Strategy Quiz-Quiz Trade 

Student will complete Unit test tomorrow.   

 

Student-Centered Learning Experiences  

By viewing materials from powerpoints the student will be able to evaluate how a person that lived through World War 

II would have felt.  

   

 

Strategies for Addressing Individual/Diverse Student Needs  

This is a resource Special Education class. The class needs visual aids and modifications. 

 

Media/Technology  



Power point presentation and skeleton notes 

   

Teacher Resources  

Internet, computer for power points. 

  Standards aligned to Kentucky Core Content 

 

 SS-HS-5: History is an account of events, people, ideas, and their interaction over time that can be 

interpreted through multiple perspectives. In order for students to understand the present and plan for the 

future, they must understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles, 

accomplishments and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to 

understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, patterns and events, and how individuals and societies have 

changed over time in Kentucky, the United States and the World. 

 SS-HS-5.2.5Student will evaluate how the Great Depression, New Deal policies and World War II 

transformed America socially and politically at home and reshaped its role in world affairs.  

Characteristics of Highly Effective Teaching & Learning - INSTRUCTIONAL RIGOR & STUDENT 

ENGAGEMENT 

Teacher characteristics: B – 

Teacher scaffolds instruction 

to help students reason and 

develop problem-solving 

strategies.  

Student characteristics: B - 

Student reads with 

understanding a variety of 

texts.  

 

 

Characteristics of Highly Effective Teaching & Learning - INSTRUCTIONAL RELEVANCE 

Teacher characteristics: B-

Teacher links concepts and 

key ideas to students’ prior 

experiences and 

understandings, uses multiple 

representations, examples and 

explanations.  

Teacher characteristics: C-

Teacher incorporates student 

experiences, interests and real-

life situations in instruction.  

 

 

Characteristics of Highly Effective Teaching & Learning - KNOWLEDGE OF CONTENT 

Teacher characteristics: C- 

Teacher designs and 

implements standards-based 

courses/lessons/units using 

state and national standards.  

Teacher characteristics: D- 

Teacher uses and promotes the 

understanding of appropriate 

content vocabulary.  

Student characteristics: C-

Student connects ideas across 

content areas.  

Reflection 



The lesson went very well. The students debated on whether the US had to drop the Bomb or not. Some 

even felt that the planned invasion would have been better, saying that the World would be a safer place today if 

the bomb had not been used. We also got on the topic of what would have happened if the Nazi’s had acquired the 

weapon first, and if Albert Einstein had not left Europe when he did, what would have happened. Most believe that 

the Nazis would probably rule most of the World today, and definitely all of Europe. Students enjoyed the Kagan 

activity, and enjoy the music that goes with it. They don’t like the Jeopardy song with it. 


